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Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting 
     held on Thursday 1st August at Earlswood Village Hall   

 

        Present:  Councillor Saunders (Chair), Councillor Doidge, Councillor Ross, Councillor Jones, 
Councillor Oakley, Councillor Willmott, Councillor O’Brien and Councillor Burgess 

        In attendance:  Julie White - Parish Clerk 
        
 1.    To appoint a Chairman of the Committee 
 Councillor Willmott proposed that Councillor Saunders becomes the Planning Committee 

Chairman.  This was seconded by Councillor Burgess.  5 votes in favour.  Councillors Oakley, Jones 
and Saunders abstained from voting. Therefore Councillor Saunders is now the Chair of the 
Planning Committee until after the next General Annual Meeting in May 2020.  

 
2.     Public Forum – There were 2 people in the Public Forum.  The first was a representative of 

Earlswood and Forshaw Heath Residents’ Association (EFRHA).  He wished to object to the 
application for the building of a dwelling at 45 The Common where there is currently a garage as it 
is a very narrow strip of land and would be over-development of the site and inappropriate 
development in its location. He went on to say that the plans show a gable end facing the road and 
there is no other property along The Common with this.  Therefore EFRHA asked for the Parish 
Council to support EFRHA’s objection to this application. 
The applicant for the building of a new dwelling at 45 The Common then addressed the Planning 
Committee.  He explained that when 45 The Common was purchased in 1960 the site where the 
garage currently is, was then a separate dwelling.  He said that the application is in line with current 
planning policy and should be approved.  
 

3.    Apologies for Absence – Councillor Chaudry 
 
4.    Declarations of Personal or Prejudicial Interest – none 
 
5.    To confirm and sign the minutes of Planning Committee dated 4th July 2019 
        Councillor Willmott proposed that the minutes of 4th July were a true and accurate record, 

seconded by Councillor Oakley.  All those present at the meeting on 4th July were in favour.  
Councillor Saunders signed the minutes. 

 
6.     Matters arising from the Minutes, not otherwise dealt with - None 
 
7.    Planning Applications:   
 

Application 
Number 

Address Proposal Comment 

19/01851/FUL Yew Tree Cottage, Tom 
Hill, Tanworth in Arden 

Proposed garage conversion to 1 bedroom living 
accommodation 

Objection – This would 
be a new dwelling in the 
open countryside and 
would be over- 
development of the site.  

19/01869/COUQ Nuthurst Grange Farm, 
Nuthurst Grange Lane 

Notification of prior approval for a change of use 
of agricultural buildings to 5 dwellings ( class C3) 
and for associated operational development 

 
No representation 
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19/01902/FUL 45 Earlswood Common Demolition of existing garage and erection of 
1no. dwelling 

It was agreed that 
Councillors Doidge, 
O’Brien and Oakley 
would look at the 
planning history of the 
site and review this 
application. 

19/01857/TREE St Mary Magdalene 
Church 

T1, T2 and T3 lime - Pollard to clear overhanging 
neighbouring building. Re-pollard back to 
suitable pruning points. -T4 to T10 - Pollard trees 
adjacent to the school play area and driveway - 
Crown lift to 3-4metres. -T11 Wellingtonia - 
Deadwood removal and possible crown clean - 
Dead, dying or dangerous limbs to be removed. 

 
 
No representation 

19/01848/FUL 169 The Common Demolition of existing house and erection of 
replacement dwelling and new dwelling and 
associated works. 

 
No representation 

 
8.    To Receive Planning Decisions: 
 

Application Address Proposal Decision 

19/01050/OUT Mewslade, Poolhead 
Lane, Tanworth in Arden 

Outline application (all matters reserved except 
for access and layout) for the demolition of an 
existing dwelling and erection of a new building 
of 5 apartments with garaging and associated 
works. 

 
Withdrawn 

 

  Re: the withdrawn application for Mewslade and resolution 18/19/60 passed in July 2018 - the 
Parish Council will not enter into any dialogue with any developer or planning consultant until a 
planning application has been made to Stratford District Council.  
The Clerk asked for clarification of this resolution when an application has been made and then 
withdrawn in light of Parish Council comments, could the PC then meet with the developer before they 
submit a further plan.  It was agreed that there must be a current existing plan submitted with SDC 
before any consultations can take place. 

 

9.    To discuss if the NDP should identify the field or part of the field adjacent to the current 
churchyard bordered by Well Lane and Butts Lane as a potential extension to the current burial 
ground.  
A long and lively discussion took place.  It was agreed that the field should be safeguarded and 
Councillor Saunders had previously circulated an email suggesting that the field is designated as a 
Local Green Space (an LGS).  The guidance given is: 
If land is already protected by Green Belt policy...then consideration should be given to whether any 
additional local benefit would be gained by designation as Local Green Space. One potential benefit in 
areas where protection from development is the norm (eg villages included in the green belt) but where 
there could be exceptions is that the Local Green Space designation could help to identify areas that are 
of particular importance to the local community. 
Councillor Saunders felt that this is a more effective way of giving extra protection to the field than 
saying that the field is required for burials for the next 600/700 years. Everyone was in agreement with 
this. It was suggested that the wording should mention that part of the field could be used as a possible 
extension to the churchyard. It was agreed that the NDP should not be delayed any longer.  Councillor 
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Saunders agreed to draft out the reasons for designating this field as a LGS and this would be circulated 
to all Councillors by Friday 2nd August and comments were requested by Monday 5th August.  
 

10.  To discuss an enquiry about building a single dwelling in Penn Lane 
The Clerk had previously circulated a letter from a couple of residents who are seeking Parish 
Council assistance to build a single dwelling for their own use in grounds of their house.  They were 
quoting the Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) from April 2007 ‘Local Choice – meeting the 
needs of Rural Communities’, Appendix 5 (1) Family owned land.  The Planning Committee 
commented that the land in question was not in the Build Up Area Boundary (BUAB) and that 
Green Belt Policy would outweigh the SPD quoted. In order for it to be discussed by the Parish 
Council, the couple would need to submit a planning application. 

  
11. To discuss hedges and ditches around the parish 
 Councillor Oakley reported that hedges in the Parish appeared very overgrown, verges appear to be 

uncut and ditches don’t appear to have been dug out.  It was mentioned that hedges shouldn’t be 
cut between March and August because of the danger to breeding birds. It was agreed that 
Members would inform the Clerk or bring any areas of concern to the next meeting on September 
of any areas where the hedge is overgrown or any other work is required.  This list would be 
presented at the next meeting of the Planning Committee which would be on September 5th and 
the Clerk could then report them to the appropriate authority. Councillor Jones asked that the 
hedge by Earlswood Stores is added to the list.  Councillor Doidge mentioned that there are a lot of 
road signs left around the Parish and a general clean-up is required. 

 

12. Any report/update from the working party to:   
                    a)   Promote a Local Housing Needs Scheme 
           b)   Undertake a study of traffic flows and parking in Tanworth village centre 
           c)   Work with the District Council and providers to improve mobile telephone & broadband 

            
No updates. Councillor Burgess suggested that members of the working party should take the initiative and 
pick one of the items and do the relevant research on it as he did on adopting a local railway station.  
Councillor Oakley agreed to take responsibility for mobile telephone and broadband. Councillor Saunders 
said he is busy with the NDP but he knows how he would carry out the study of traffic flows and parking 
and he will organise this at a later date.  It was agreed that the Local Housing Needs scheme need not be 
looked into at the current time. 

        

13. Items for future agenda/any other business  
 Anti-social behaviour around the Lakes – Full Council (JD) 

  

14.  Date of the Next Meeting:     Thursday 5th September, Tanworth Village Hall 
 

The meeting closed at 20.37 
 
 
 
 

Signed _________________________Chairman of Meeting        ___________________Date 


