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1. Introduction 
 

1.1. Neighbourhood Development Plans were established under the Localism Act. This became law 

in 2011 and aims to give local people more say in the future planning and policies in the area 

where they live. If approved by Stratford District Council (the District Council) and then a local 

ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŘǳƳΣ ǘƘƛǎ bŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ tƭŀƴ όǘƘŜ ΨtƭŀƴΩύ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ 

Council. This means that it will become part of the statutory Development Plan for the district 

ŀƭƻƴƎǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ /ƻǊŜ {ǘrategy (the Ψ/ƻǊŜ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅΩ [CS]) and therefore must be 

taken into account by the District Council when determining planning applications and policy 

decisions in the Neighbourhood Plan Area.   

1.2. For the parish of Tanworth-in-Arden (Tanworth), this is a great opportunity for local residents 

to decide how the parish should evolve in the years up to 2031. The Plan has been prepared by 

the Parish Council who are the qualifying body under the Act. The Plan contains the vision for 

Tanworth that was developed through consultation with the local community and key 

stakeholders, and sets out clear planning policies to realise this vision. 

1.3. ¢Ƙƛǎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ άǇǊŜ ǎǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴά version of the Plan. It now needs to be screened through 

the Strategic Environmental Assessment which is done by Stratford District Council. The Parish 

Council will then publish the Plan to allow those who live or work in the parish and other 

interested bodies to comment on it. Subject to the responses to the consultation the Parish 

Council will formally submit the Plan to the District Council.  

 

The Parish of Tanworth 

 

1.4. The parish is essentially rural and part of the Ancient Arden Landscape, characterised by small 

irregular fields enclosed by native hedging and farmed from isolated farmsteads. Remains of 

this ancient woodland exist throughout the parish with two such areas being designated as Sites 

of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). The rivers Blythe and Alne flow in opposite directions out of 

the parish with the former also being designated as a SSSI, both provide valuable corridors for 

wildlife along with many other recognised local wildlife sites. Tanworth is also one of the 

5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ǇŀǊƛǎƘŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ an area of 34.1 square kilometres and a population of around 3100 

and is situated at the northern end of the District sharing boundaries with Solihull MBC, Warwick 

DC, Redditch BC and Bromsgrove DC. The M42 cuts through the middle of the parish and, while 

not particularly intrusive, creates something of a psychological divide between the north of the 

parish, centred on Earlswood and the south centred on Tanworth. 
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Figure 1: The Parish of Tanworth-in-Arden 

1.5. Tanworth village is located at the southern end of the parish and has a history that goes back to 

the 12th century. The heart of the village is a Conservation Area.  Narrow lanes radiate out from 

the village, marking it out as a destination within the immediate and wider locale. On ascent, 

lanes are sunken into the steeper gradient approaching the summit. The village itself is built 

around a near complete circular road, which includes the village green and former market place 

at its southern extent, and provides an ancient focal point and communal hub around which 

civic, commercial and ecclesiastical buildings are interspersed with residential properties. 

1.6. In all, the village displays a remarkable spectrum of development, dating from the Medieval 

period onwards, attested by a plethora of listed buildings, a conservation area designation, as 

well as an array of mid to late 20th and early 21st development.  Despite the variety of buildings 

illustrating over 700 years of development, the village retains an observable sense of order to 

the chronology of buildings, which with few exceptions become increasingly mature towards 

the village green, with the radial lanes the focus of more recent development over the last 

century. Once a centre providing a range of services there are now no shops.  There is a 

successful primary school drawing pupils from across the Parish and beyond; a church; a village 

hall; a public house; a repair garage and a dentist. 

1.7. The second principal settlement is Earlswood, which is located towards the north of the parish.  

The village of Earlswood is dominated by ΨThe LakesΩ which are nineteenth century man-made 

reservoirs constructed to feed the Stratford-upon-Avon Canal. As a result, Earlswood consists of 

two discrete and unconnected ribbon developments of mainly residential housing. The longer 

extends along the B4102, broadening at the crossroads with Valley and Umberslade Roads. The 

intersection forms the historical centre of the village, providing a small number of services: a 

local public house, a convenience store, a flooring supplies showroom and a hairdressing salon. 

The second linear development, Malthouse Lane, extends along the centre of a broad and 

narrowing promontory of land, flanked to the northwest and southeast by the reservoirs. Known 
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as Earlswood Lakes, the reservoirs (Engine Pool to the north and Windmill Pool to the south) 

take the form of a U shape, and are divided by a causeway with a single-track road leading to 

Malthouse Lane.  To the west of Engine Pool, there is a further lŀƪŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ¢ŜǊǊȅΩǎ tƻƻƭ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

flows over a sluice into Engine Pool. The Lakes are also a designated Local Wildlife Site. 

1.8. Properties are a mixture of semi-detached and detached buildings between one and two storeys 

in height. Development units typically consist of one individual house or small groups of 

between two and four houses with few exceptions.  There are few properties dating back to 

before the 20th century. 

1.9. Wood End which lies midway between Tanworth and Earlswood is considered by the District 

Council to be a Local Service Village (LSV) because it includes a railway station, a medical centre 

and a public house.  It is not however a village community in the way that Tanworth and 

Earlswood are.  The settlement consists of ribbon development along Broad Lane and the lanes 

running off it.  The houses are nearly all large homes set in extensive gardens behind which is 

open countryside.  Ladbrook Park Golf Club is the main employer and organised recreational 

facility here. The houses are individual in style ς indeed an eclectic mix of 20th century domestic 

architecture. 

1.10. Other significant areas of housing in the Parish are Aspley Heath, consisting of ribbon 

development along a triangle of lanes, Forshaw Heath and Danzey Green. 

 

The Neighbourhood Development Plan 

 

1.11. On the 13 January 2014, Stratford-on-Avon District Council approved the area which the Plan 

will cover. This covers the whole of the parish of Tanworth-in-Arden. 

1.12. The NDP must be consistent with national and local policy framework.  The key documents are 

the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ /ore 

Strategy.   The policies relevant to Tanworth are summarised later in this document. This Plan is 

in conformity with both the NPPF and the Core Strategy. It allows the village to develop through 

steady but moderate growth, in order to meet the housing and economic needs of the 

community whilst at the same time preserving the importance of the Green Belt, and the natural 

and built environments so valued by residents.  

1.13. The proposals and policies in the Plan are based on: 

¶ The Household Survey 2015: In 2015 a questionnaire was delivered to every household in 

the Parish aimed at identifyƛƴƎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǾƛŜǿǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 

priorities for the future;  

¶ The Survey of local businesses:  In 2016 a questionnaire was sent to all known businesses 

in the Parish aimed at understanding the basis of the local economy and identifying future 

needs;   

¶ A report on a Survey of Local Housing Needs in the Parish prepared by the Warwickshire 

Rural Community Council; 

¶ Analysis of recent development ǘǊŜƴŘǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎΤ 

¶ Analysis of the data for the parish from the 1991, 2001 and 2011 Censuses; 
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¶ Assessment of the character of the countryside and main settlements carried out by local 

residents with help of planning consultants, Locus Consultants; and 

¶ A careful assessment of all possible sites for housing development within or on the edges 

of the three villages, Tanworth, Earlswood and Wood End. Each site was assessed against 

criteria which emphasised the fundamental aims of the Green Belt, including the 

avoidance of urban sprawl and coalescence of settlements in the Parish.  

1.14. Details of all the above can be found on the Tanworth-in-Arden Parish Council website. 

1.15. In 2018 the Parish Council published a Consultation paper and sent a summary of it to every 

household and business in the area.  This invited views on possible policies and proposals for 

inclusion in the Plan and every household received a questionnaire.  In addition, public meetings 

and open days were held to provide opportunity for discussion and questions. 

 

A future vision for the Parish 

 

1.16. The key aim of the Plan is to protect the special attributes and facilities of the Parish that 

residents value, and ensure any future development is undertaken in a way which enhances the 

character of the Parish and protects the openness of the Green Belt.   

1.17. Overwhelmingly, the evidence from questionnaires and discussion highlighted the importance 

to the local community of being in or near open countryside protected by the Green Belt.  

Additionally, it highlighted the importance of a number of special attributes characterising the 

Parish: 

¶ Two long established villages (Tanworth and Earlswood), and other smaller settlements, 

set within a rural landscape characterised by: 

o narrow country lanes bounded by hedges; 

o undulating landscapes with attractive views; 

o scattered farms and houses in red brick vernacular; and 

o distinctive field patterns and ancient woodlands associated with the former Arden 

forest. 

¶ Strong sense of community with active societies and institutions and local services ς 

schools, medical centre, pubs, garages and repair workshops, limited shops, and sport 

facilities and several railway stations; 

¶ Sense of history defined by the Tanworth Conservation Area, the historic landscape 

character, and the ParishΩǎ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŀƭ ǾŜǊƴŀŎǳƭŀǊΤ 

¶ Earlswood Lakes, an asset valued for its heritage, natural beauty, wildlife and tranquillity; 

¶ Two of Warwickshire WildlifŜ ¢ǊǳǎǘΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜǎΣ 9ŀǊƭǎǿƻƻŘ aƻŀǘƘƻǳǎŜ όƭŜŀǎŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ 

the National Trust), and Clowes Wood and New Fallings Coppice which are ancient 

woodland SSSIs. 

1.18. Changes over the last 25 years have, however, begun to erode some of these attributes: 

¶ Replacement of, and extensions to, existing buildings, particularly in the countryside, 

leading to the emergence of a suburban style that sits at odds with the prevailing rural 

character of the Parish; 
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¶ Replacement of, and extensions to, existing buildings, together with the creation of larger 

new homes, leading to a housing stock now heavily skewed to large/very large houses. 

This has precipitated demographic changes which, together with social trends, put at risk 

the sustainability of local services and the vitality of the community; and 

¶ Increased highway usage, in part generated by developments outside the Parish, leading 

to higher levels of traffic and risks to the safety and well-being of people in the Parish. 

The aim of the NDP is to protect, and where possible enhance the features and attributes of the 

parish that we value and, as far as it is able, to tackle the issues referred to above within the context 

of the Green Belt. 

1.19. The Inset Proposals Maps below show the application of the NDP policies to Tanworth, 

Earlswood and Wood End. 

 

 Figure 2: 
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Figure 4: 














































